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politics.    As to theology, I am not aware that the mathe-
maticians, as a body, are guilty of any heresies. , . ,"
"If you believe the testimonials you would think the
Government had in their hands the triumph or downfall of
education   generally,   according   as   they   elected   one   or
,        »
not. ....
His father replied: "I believe there is some salary, but
fees and pupils, I think, cannot be very plenty. But if the
fostie be gotten, and prove not good, it can be given up;
at any rate it occupies but half the year."
The difference between the attitudes of the Maxwell
family and the Thomson family in their pursuit of chairs
is arresting. Thomson's father, as a professional man
risen from the class of small farmers, passionately desired
position and salary for his son. Maxwell's father, as a small
landowner, was detached in his judgment, and considered
a merit of the chair was that "at any rate it occupies but
half the year."
His son referred to possible writers of testimonials as
"swells," The Thomsons would have considered as
sacrilegious the application of such terminology to persons
influencing the acquisition of chairs.
On April 2nd his father died, but the application for the
chair proceeded, and he was elected later in the month.
He wrote to his friend Litchfield: "It is not pleasant to go
down to live solitary but it would not be pleasant to stay
up either, when all one had to do lay elsewhere. The
transition state from a man into a Don must come at last,
and it must be painful, like gradual outrooting of nerves.
When it is done there is no more pain but occasional
reminders from some suckers, tap-roots, or other remnants
of the old nerves, just to show what was there and what
might have been."
Maxwell undertook his Aberdeen duties earnestly, but
he remained there for only three years. In 1860 Marischal
College and King's College were amalgamated, and his
chair was suppressed. The occupant of the King's College
chair was David Thomson, a nephew of Faraday and a very
capable teacher. He was senior to Maxwell, and he

